
  



Chair’s piece  

Once again, I would like to thank Brian for 
pulling together such a rich tapestry of the 
Club’s achievements and losses both recently 
and historically. 

It is right to profile outstanding performances, 
records achieved, medals won across a 
diverse range of ages and events.  Well done 
to everyone featured!  Equally, it is important 
to recognise we are a community and a 
stronger one for the ‘smaller successes’ of 
everyone who has striven to better 
themselves in any way through participation in 
sport through the Club.   

We have members who compete for a while, 
but move onto something else, and it is good 
for us to be a supportive stepping-stone on 
that journey.  Some, as evidenced by Masters’ 
achievements, can be competitive for life; 
others hopefully retain the stimulus, 
knowledge and desire to sustain a good level 
of fitness for life.  With our youngest athletes 
we have duty to develop their physical 
literacy.  We also have a responsibility to help 
athletes who are temporarily injured, or more 
permanently impaired, with supportive 
remedial work. 

A healthy club offers a number of 
opportunities to: train, compete, develop skills 
and confidence in a variety of ways that can 
add value and meaning to people’s lives.  
Kayleigh Presswell may have moved to 
another club to pursue her ambitions as a top 
hammer thrower, but is still a visible presence 
when training and through her professional 
skills providing invaluable assistance to 
members of the Club.  Diane Baldwin a 
longstanding pillar at MMKAC may have 
moved but is already beginning to make a 
contribution to her new local club in Yorkshire.  
Such people leave a legacy and few more so 
than Mike Leonard. 

Mike Leonard 

Mike’s premature demise hit a number of 
people hard.  We have both worked 
extensively in coach development roles for 
England Athletics and wherever I travelled in 

these roles I met people who have been 
helped and mentored by Mike, who 
enthusiastically spoke about the difference he 
had made for them.  Coaches of his calibre 
are rare.  Even rarer are those who share so 
unselfishly and effectively insight into how it is 
done.  

The Clubhouse 

As many of you will be aware following the 
clubhouse is currently closed following a burst 
pipe.  We are working with the school and 
ultimately insurers with the aim of getting it 
repaired and reopened.  At this moment we 
do not have a reliable indication of when that 
will be.  An early priority is putting in place 
toilet facilities.  Meanwhile, we apologise for 
the impact on the training experience for 
users.  Many thanks to Bryan Waddington for 
great work in such difficult circumstances 
during this episode. 

Welcome  

The Newsletter welcomes the new 
Committee, with many familiar faces whose 
continued support is much appreciated.  One 
welcome ‘new face’ is Mick Lee who will be 
focusing on improving our communication, not 
least across social media. 

Requests for help 

The most immediate area of assistance is for 
marshalling of the Festival of Running, where 
we are looking for marshals to assist on the 
12th March.  If you can respond to the request 
for help with that has been circulated that 
would be most welcome.  It is an important 
goal for us in the coming year to broaden the 
pool of volunteers to ensure we represent the 
needs of the membership better.  Much as the 
clubhouse incident is a setback it could be an 
opportunity to rebuild something that truly 
addresses the needs of the membership 
better.  We will need you input to make that 
happen as we develop a response. 

David Millett (david.millett@mkac.org.uk) Co-
Chair, Marshall Milton Keynes AC 
www.mkac.org.uk 

 





 

  









































 


